
SUBMISSION  FROM DEIRDRE A KINLOCH ANDERSON 
 
 
 
From the outset this project has addressed the perceived value to Scotland of 
a National Tartan Register in its widest sense:  the issue is a national one 
and not one confined to those who work within the Tartan Industry.  The 
recognition and indeed the love of tartan is worldwide and the Register will, I 
believe, have international implications for the profile of Scotland, the tourist 
industry, education and inevitably also for the economy.  The ECOTEC 
Assessment in fact came to that conclusion as well.  However, the Register 
itself will essentially be an archive and holder of tartan records and all other 
tartan related activities will continue to be fulfilled as previously. 
 
This project has taken five years to reach this point.  Regular meetings and 
discussions have been held throughout and the knowledge and contributions 
from many highly skilled in their field (and certainly not all textile or tartan 
related) have enabled the SPICe Briefing to be given to you in advance of this 
meeting.  This Briefing provides you with detailed and accurate information 
and indeed addresses and undoubtedly answers many of your questions.  
Whilst we have endeavoured to create a structure for the Tartan Register that 
will be fit for purpose and have looked into as many implications and 
outcomes as possible, any questions or concerns raised could well be helpful 
in identifying issues that have been overlooked as inevitably some ‘teething 
problems’ will occur during the initial stages of the Register.  
 
I notice in a quotation in the SPICe Briefing that “it can be argued either that 
the image of tartan belongs to Scotland’s past or that tartan continues to play 
an important role in Scotland’s economy and cultural identity” and that he 
says he “tends towards to the latter”.  I believe it belongs to both.  It belongs 
to our culture and I trust it will always remain a great Scottish cultural icon.  
This Register is fundamental to that cause.   
 
I am indeed grateful to you for your interest and your support. 
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